
Congressman Sestak Joins Boeing Officials for Meeting with Area Manufacturers

  

Springfield, PA - Over the past six years, Delaware County has suffered a net loss of 762 small
businesses, including 22 percent of its manufacturing companies. As a major supplier of jobs to
this district, Boeing has the capacity to play an integral role in the sustaining of this region’s
small manufacturing businesses. This morning, some 100 companies gathered with Boeing at
the Springfield Country Club for a meeting on contracts and procurement. Joining them was
Congressman Joe Sestak (PA-07), who facilitated the meeting and who met on numerous
occasions with Boeing to request that they allow manufactures in the district to bid on jobs first,
before contracting them to companies outside of our region.  — “This meeting was a win-win for
both Boeing and our districts small manufacturers,” noted the Congressman, who is co-Chair of
the Congressional Rotorcraft Caucus. “The goal of this event was to facilitate a situation by
which our manufacturers supply Boeing with local, quality service, and in turn Boeing helps the
district retain contracts, skilled labor and good salaries.”

         

The Congressman further added his congratulations to the plant, which was recently awarded a
significant portion of a $10 billion U.S. Air Force contract to build the V-22 Osprey tiltrotor craft. 

         

The process leading to the meeting began months ago, when the Congressman first met with
officials at Boeing to discuss their bidding process. Boeing must initially allow the United
Automobile, Aerospace and Agricultural Implement Workers of America union (UAW) to bid on
contracts to build their rotorcraft. If UAW does not win the contract, however, Boeing may take
the job to outside contractors. The Congressman noted that those jobs were often being given
to companies in the American South and other regions far from our own, when the 7th District
has many companies that are more than qualified for the job. He asked the Boeing first allow
local companies to bid on these important jobs. The meeting today was a result of these talks. 

         

This agreement was also discussed this January, when Congressman Sestak held a small
business roundtable meeting at Pioneer Tooling &amp; Machine Company with representatives
from Boeing and area small manufacturers about the topic. This meeting followed on the heels
of his 7th Congressional District Business Procurement Summit—which included special guests
Congressman Ike Skelton and Chairman John Murtha, and Vice Admiral David Archizel—where
more than 400 participants packed rooms to capacity and enjoyed exhibits by more than 40
large businesses and contracting officers from over 15 federal and state government agencies. 

         

Companies represented at the Boeing meeting included: Olympic Took &amp; Machine Corp.;
Dragonfly; Engineering; Arresting Systems Corporation (ESCO); Peak Beam Systems, Inc;
Alloy Surfaces Company; MTS Technologies, Inc.; Piasecki Aircraft Corp.; NP Precision, Inc.;
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MilSys Technologies; Desilube Technology; Helicopter Tech, Inc.; V System Composites, Inc.;
Pioneer Machine &amp; Tooling, Co; Dynamic Defense Materials, LLC; LithChem Energy.

         

Born and raised in Delaware County, former 3-star Admiral Joe Sestak served in the Navy for
31 years and now serves as the Representative from the 7th District of Pennsylvania. He led a
series of operational commands at sea, including Commander of an aircraft carrier battle group
of 30 U.S. and allied ships with over 15,000 sailors and 100 aircraft that conducted operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. After 9/11, Joe was the first Director of "Deep Blue," the Navy's
anti-terrorism unit that established strategic and operations policies for the "Global War on
Terrorism." He served as President Clinton's Director for Defense Policy at the National Security
Council in the White House, and holds a Ph.D. in Political Economy and Government from
Harvard University.  According to the office of the House Historian, Joe is the highest-ranking
former military officer ever elected to the U.S. Congress. 
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